
Grace Alone, Faith Alone, 
Christ Alone

Romans 3:21 – 5:11

41



Follow-ups from last class
Mark 10:17-27 

17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 
asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  18 And Jesus said 
to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know 
the commandments: 'Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.'"  20 And he said to 
him, "Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth."  21 And Jesus, looking at him, 
loved him, and said to him, "You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  22

Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  
23 ¶ And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How difficult it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!"  24 And the disciples were 
amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how difficult it is to 
enter the kingdom of God!  25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God."  26 And they were exceedingly 
astonished, and said to him, "Then who can be saved?"  27 Jesus looked at them and 
said, "With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with 
God."
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29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?
We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual 
application of it to us by his Holy Spirit.

30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?
The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, 
and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.

31. What is effectual calling?
Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin and 
misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, 
he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the 
gospel.

32. What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this life?
They that are effectually called do in this life partake of justification, adoption, and 
sanctification, and the several benefits which in this life do either accompany or 
flow from them.
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33. What is justification?
Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and 
accepteth us as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed 
to us, and received by faith alone.

34. What is adoption?
Adoption is an act of God’s free grace,a whereby we are received into the number, 
and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God.

35. What is sanctification?
Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the 
whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, 
and live unto righteousness.

36. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, 
adoption, and sanctification?
The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, adoption, 
and sanctification, are, assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 
Ghost, increase of grace, and perseverance therein to the end.
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37. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?
The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do 
immediately pass into glory; and their bodies, being still united in Christ, do rest in 
their graves, till the resurrection.

38. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?
At the resurrection, believers, being raised up in glory, shall be openly 
acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed in 
the full enjoying of God to all eternity.
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The Gospel of God… Promised Beforehand
Romans 3:21-31 [ESV]
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21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles 
also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by 
faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this 
faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 



The Gospel of God… Promised Beforehand
Romans 4:1-12 [ESV]
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1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 
not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.” 
4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And 
to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to 
whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom 
the Lord will not count his sin.” 
9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say 
that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to 
him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he 
was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness 
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him 
the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would 
be counted to them as well, 12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are 
not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father 
Abraham had before he was circumcised.



The Gospel of God… Promised Beforehand
Romans 4:13-25 [ESV]
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13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did 
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 

For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 
16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the 
one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many 
nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the 
words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. 
It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 
25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 



The Gospel of God… Promised Beforehand
Romans 5:1-11 [ESV]

49

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 
shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.



Westminster Confession, Chapter XIV 
Of Saving Faith, I-III

I. The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their 
souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts; and is ordinarily wrought 
by the ministry of the Word: by which also, and by the administration of the 
sacraments, and prayer, it is increased and strengthened.

II. By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the Word, 
for the authority of god himself speaking therein; and acteth differently, upon 
that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience to the 
commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of God 
for this life, and that which is to come. But the principle acts of saving faith are, 
accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, 
and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.

III. This faith is different in degrees, weak or strong; may be often and many ways 
assailed and weakened, but gets the victory; growing up in many to the 
attainment of a full assurance through Christ, who is both the author and finisher 
of our faith.
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Westminster Confession, Chapter X 
Of Effectual Calling, I-III

I. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, he is pleased, 
in his appointed and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out 
of that state of sin and death in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation 
by Jesus Christ: enlightening their minds, spiritually and savingly, to understand 
the things of God, taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them an 
heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and by his almighty power determining them 
to that which is good; and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet so as they 
come most freely, being made willing by his grace.

II. This effectual call is of God's free and special grace alone, not from any thing at 
all foreseen in man, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and 
renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to 
embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it.

III. Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved by Christ through the 
Spirit, who worketh when, and where, and how he pleaseth. So also are all other 
elect persons who are incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the 
Word.
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IV. Others, not elected, although they may be called by the ministry of the Word, 
and may have some common operations of the Spirit, yet they never truly come 
to Christ, and therefore can not be saved: much less can men, not professing the 
Christian religion, be saved in any other way whatsoever, be they never so 
diligent to frame their lives according to the light of nature, and the law of that 
religion they do profess; and to assert and maintain that they may is without 
warrant of the Word of God. 
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I. Those whom God effectually calleth, he also freely justifieth: not by infusing 
righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and 
accepting their persons as righteous; not for any thing wrought in them, or done 
by them, but for Christ's sake alone; not by imputing faith itself, the act of 
believing, or any other evangelical obedience to them, as their righteousness; but 
by imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they receiving 
and resting on him and his righteousness by faith; which faith they have not of 
themselves, it is the gift of God.

II. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone 
instrument of justification; yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever 
accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by 
love.

III. Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that 
are thus justified, and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction of his Father's 
justice in their behalf. Yet inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, and 
his obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for 
any thing in them, their justification is only of free grace, that both the exact 
justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners.
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IV. Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that 
are thus justified, and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction of his Father's 
justice in their behalf. Yet inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, and 
his obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for 
any thing in them, their justification is only of free grace, that both the exact 
justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners.

V. God did, from all eternity, decree to justify the elect; and Christ did, in the 
fullness of time, die for their sins and rise again for their justification; 
nevertheless they are not justified until the Holy Spirit doth, in due time, actually 
apply Christ unto them.

VI. God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified; and although 
they can never fall from the state of justification, yet they may by their sins fall 
under God's Fatherly displeasure, and not have the light of his countenance 
restored unto them, until they humble themselves, confess their sins, beg 
pardon, and renew their faith and repentance.

VII. The justification of believers under the Old Testament was, in all these respect, 
one and the same with the justification of believers under the New Testament. 54
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I. All those that are justified, God vouchsafeth, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ, 
to make partakers of the grace of adoption: by which they are taken into the 
number, and enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God; have his 
name put upon them; receive the Spirit of adoption; have access to the throne of 
grace with boldness; are enabled to cry, Abba, Father; are pitied, protected, 
provided for, and chastened by his as by a father; yet never cast off, but sealed to 
the day of redemption, and inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation. 

55

Westminster Confession, Chapter XII 
Of Adoption


